
The royal wedding of Ms. Meghan Markle and 
Prince Harry was a fairytale come into our homes, 
different worlds brought together.

The bride is an American who is intelligent, poised,
beautiful, biracial, and an actress. She became an
Anglican, one of us. Harry is an English prince and the
son of a glamorous princess.

The setting was familiar to those in the Episcopal
Church. St. George’s Chapel seats 800 people and is
designed in the high medieval Gothic style, more ornate
than Calvary. Calvary seats 1,000 people and is in the
13th century English Gothic style.

Some of the highlights for me were the musical offerings
including Tallis’s If Ye Love Me and Rutter’s The Lord
Bless You and Keep You, two traditional Anglican
anthems. A version of Stand By Me, by a Gospel choir,
and work by a young cellist, Sheku Kanneh-Mason, were
unexpected delights.

The resident priest and Archbishop of Canterbury led
the prayers and vows in understated British elegance.
Then, like lightning from the heavens, Bishop Curry
delivered a stirring 13 minute sermon on the power of
the redemptive love of God.

Michael Curry, Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal
Church, started slowly and built to a powerful witness
ending in a whisper with every ear focused on the 
message and every eye focused on the messenger.

Around the world, and the Internet, the sermon went
viral describing the preacher as a “surprise star” who
“upstaged” the royal couple and “stole the show.” 
What people talked about was the preacher and sermon,
not a fairytale wedding of an American to an English
prince with celebrities and royalty everywhere. That is
stunning and completely unexpected.

Along with the traditional news outlets, various media
from around the world commented on the sermon.
That wedding, and the sermon in particular, is the best
publicity the Episcopal Church has received in a very
long time. How often do secular media outlets comment
on a sermon? Almost never. How often do CNN,
MSNBC, FOX News, Teen Vogue, Ebony, GQ, 
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There is Power in Love

The Atlantic, The New Republic, People, Glamour, and
Fast Company all praise the same thing? This is a 
generational event.

The sermon was fairly standard for Bishop Curry in style
and substance. He often preaches on the redemptive
power of God’s love and social justice. He managed to
make the sermon both intimate and particular to the
couple yet inviting and universal to everyone.

Bishop Curry said, in an interview with Entertainment
Tonight, “Their love helps to reorient how we relate to
each other, even if it was just a moment.” He was later
asked about the significance of Ms. Markle’s race, from
the Anglican Communion News Service, and said that
“…different worlds are being brought together, whether
that’s nationality, whether that’s ethnicity, whether
that’s broader background... we all were created by the
same God.” 

Bishop Curry brought together the best of our tradition
that welcomes all people, is both catholic and protestant,
and works for social justice while being rooted in Jesus
Christ. Michael, Meghan, Harry, and we are all part of
the same branch of the Church of Jesus Christ or what
the Presiding Bishop calls the Jesus Movement. Invite
your friends to be a part of the Good News we seek to
embody in the Episcopal Church in Pittsburgh.

In our Anglican/Episcopal part of the Jesus Movement,
we believe that heaven and earth have been brought
together in Jesus Christ through the redemptive power
of God. Bishop Curry, in his wonderful style, brought
all our world’s together. –Jonathon n

The Rt. Rev. Michael Curry
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Summer Schedule
Through Sunday, September 23, the 9 a.m. Holy Eucharist
will be celebrated in the Swan Garden (weather permitting).
In the event of rain, the service moves to the Nave. The 8 and
11 o’clock services will continue in the Church.

Weekday celebrations of the Holy Eucharist will take place on
Wednesdays only at 7 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. The Eucharist will
also be celebrated at 6 p.m. on Monday, June 25 before the
Vestry meeting. The regular weekday Eucharist schedule will
resume on Monday, September 10.

The Parish offices will be open daily from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
through Friday, August 31. The Church and offices will be
closed on Wednesday, July 4 (Independence Day), and
Monday, September 3 (Labor Day). n

Holy Baptism
The sacrament of Holy Baptism will be
offered on Pentecost 10 (July 29) at the 
9 a.m. Garden Service, and on All Saints’
Sunday, November 4 at 11 a.m. 

If you or someone you know desires to 
partake in this sacrament please contact the

Reverend Jonathon Jensen (jjensen@calvarypgh.org or
412.661.0120 ext. 118) as soon as possible, so that the 
appropriate preparation and arrangements can be made. n

The Royal Wedding
The sermon preached at the wedding of Meghan Markle and 
Prince Harry by The Rt. Rev. Michael Curry, Bishop of 
The Episcopal Church, may be viewed on the BBC’s YouTube
channel. There is a direct link to the video on Calvary’s 
website at www.calvarypgh.org. n

Welcome to our new 
Associate Rector, Neil Raman,
and his wife, Elizabeth
Many people have asked how and when we will welcome
them formally as a congregation. Because summer schedules
are a bit different than the rest of the year, we will have two
opportunities.

On Wednesday, July 11, from 6-9 p.m., the young adults of
Calvary will have a cookout at church for Neil and Elizabeth
to get to know this part of our community.

On Sunday, September 9, after the 11 o’clock service,
we will have a parish-wide event to welcome them and begin
the program year. More details about this will follow. n

MUSICAL NOTES by Alan Lewis

Calling all singers! The Summer Choir is up
and running, an opportunity for interested
singers to join in leading the music for the
11 a.m. service. A 10 a.m. rehearsal (either
in the South Transept or in the air-
conditioned comfort of McClintic Hall, on
Level G of the Parish House) leads directly
into the service; with no mid-week
rehearsal, participation can be at individual
convenience, and the more, the merrier. 

An exciting addition to Calvary’s musical resources arrived
the first week of June, in the form of a harpsichord. The
dominant strung keyboard instrument before the advent of
the piano in the eighteenth century, the harpsichord differs
from the piano in that it generates sound by plucking the
strings, rather than by striking them with felted hammers.
The harpsichord developed a vast literature of its own 
(parallel to, and sometimes overlapping with music for the
organ); in an era before electric-powered organ-blowers, 
it was the go-to practice-instrument for organists across
Europe. It was also a ubiquitous resource in accompanying
voices and other instruments in its day. Its incisive tone and
quick decay make it very useful in keeping an ensemble
together rhythmically without muddying the sound. 

Our “new” instrument was built in 1984 by Anderson
Dupree, of Milan, Ohio, closely patterned after one built
around 1700 by a Sicilian builder. Its pronounced length
(nearly 8 feet) affords it particular resonance in the lower
registers. It is constructed of delicate cedar-wood, and
housed in a form-fitting painted and (discretely) gilded
wooden case. It is being placed at Calvary on long-term loan by
its owner, William Peterson, one of my chief musical mentors
and a longtime friend. (Bill is retiring from his academic
position and consolidating his musical assets for the next
phase of his life; he has very generously decided to entrust
the instrument to a place he knows it will be well cared-for
and gladly used.) It is quite moveable; while I expect it will
mostly reside within the Choir, it will be easy to place 
wherever we need it for musical reasons on a given occasion.

It is sometimes proposed that the harpsichord belongs to secular
music as the organ does to sacred music, but this distinction
is not altogether persuasive historically. The large, resonant
spaces of churches can indeed be more hospitable to the sustained
tone of the organ, but we know from historical records that
harpsichords also had a place in the performance of sacred
music, just as organs could be included in nominally secular
chamber music. The use of both together affords all the
virtues of each: incisive attack plus sustained tone; we are
fortunate indeed to have both available to us now.

In the coming weeks and months I look forward to exploring
various aspects of the instrument’s potential, and I hope you
will enjoy this new yet venerable addition to Calvary’s
soundscape. n
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The Church Mouse

The Rev. Ruth Bosch Becker was
honored on May 17, 2018 at the
Celebration of Women in
Ministry by the Western
Pennsylvania Chapter of the

International Association of Women
Ministers. Ruth is an ordained pastor
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America and has been involved
with IAWM for nearly 30 years. 
She has worked for the Council of
Churches of Buffalo and Erie
Counties and served on the 
Inter-Lutheran Commission on
Worship. She served as the Convener
of the North East panel of the
Extraordinary Candidacy Committee which shepherded
GLBT students through the call process. As a campus 
chaplain, she served Pitt, CMU, and Chatham before 
retiring in 1999. She has served as interim pastor of several
parishes and is now an assisting pastor at here at Calvary. n

Vestry Appoints
New Member

At their May 21 meeting, the Vestry appointed Mr. Rennick
Remley to fulfill the unexpired (two-year) term of Joe
Bongiovi. Joe recently accepted a new position in Louisville,
KY and resigned from the Vestry. Carmen and Kathryn 
will be moving to Kentucky when school concludes. 
Brian will be a freshman at Pitt, this fall, and will remain
with us at Calvary.

Welcome to the Vestry, Rennick. Goodbye and Godspeed to
Joe, Carmen, and Kathryn.

Rennick Alan Remley

Service primarily attends: 9 a.m.

How long at Calvary: 3 years, my first service
was on Wednesday, February 18, 2015 –
Ash Wednesday, in the Lady Chapel. I had
just moved to Pittsburgh at the end of
January, 2015.

Profession/Vocation: Development office at
Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre.

In what ministries have you been involved? Usher and Chalice
Bearer.

What do you love most about Calvary? What I love most about
Calvary is the same thing that I adore about Pittsburgh – as soon
as you walk through the doors there is an overwhelming feeling of
being welcome. It is the feeling I get when I visit my 
grandparents – warmth, love, and you probably shouldn’t touch
anything...  I am so proud of the work Calvary does in our 
community and I am grateful to be a small part of such a 
glorious institution. n

“Redd Up Calvary” Day
On our patronal festival of St. Michael,
please join us on Saturday, 
September 29 for a “Redd Up Calvary”
day from 9 a.m. until 12 p.m. We will 
work inside and outside, weather 
permitting, on a number of small 
projects like cleaning the pews, polishing silver, and working
in the gardens. 

Please wear clothes in which you can work. You are welcome
to bring cleaning or gardening supplies. Calvary will also

provide cleaning supplies and 
breakfast snacks. The event is a great
way to get to know people and care for
our beautiful church buildings and
grounds. n

Pack-to-School Project

Please keep in mind that the Women of Calvary’s Pack to
School project for 2018-2019 will kick off soon.  

The program, which the WoC has sponsored for many years,
benefits students at Pittsburgh’s Lincoln Elementary School.
It provides much needed school supplies and other items for
students at  the Homewood school, which is also our 
partner in CLASP, the Calvary-Lincoln After-School Program.  

Typically, the school seeks donations of uniforms and
hygiene items such as Kleenex and sanitizer wipes. Lincoln
uniforms consists of blue bottoms (pants or skirts) and
white or light blue shirts. All sizes through boys 16 and girls
14 are needed as well as socks, underwear and Tshirts. 

Other suggested donations are:
Kindergarten through third grade: Backpacks, crayons, 
pencils and scissors. 
Fourth and fifth grades: Binders, calculator protractors,
glue sticks and colored pencils and colored markers. 

More details will follow in upcoming church bulletins, 
email blasts, and the August Agape. For more information 
or to help out, contact Mary Ann Slater at
slatersaur904@gmail.com. Thank you for your continued
support of this program. n
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You Wanted to Know

The Reverend Neil Raman
arrives! Immediately celebrates 
three services. Crowds amazed.

The Reverend Neil Raman’s
books arrive. May exceed newly
added shelving.

Pentecost carnations delivered. Eye-catching patch of red
appears in Swan Garden.

Summer Garden Service returns. Delayed one week due to
faulty weather report.

Beginnings school year ends in noisy triumph. Anne
Martino hands over reins to take position at Ellis School.

Book Store instantly snatches control of Parish House
lower level for annual used book sale. Boxes, bags, and 
suitcases of donations pour in.

Church’s main water service cutoff valve finally replaced.
Three inch main found to have been reduced 50% by 
accumulated gunk.

Antique fan above pulpit restored. Rector blown away.

Portable font refinished. Wood restored after enduring
years of dripping Holy Water.

Chair from Calvary’s second incarnation exhumed from
undercroft in pieces. Restoration complete. Available for
admiration/lounging in Parish Hall. Cushioning promised.

Refectory exit door crash bars refurbished. Escape 
made easier. –gfr
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Pittsburgh East 
CROP Hunger Walk 

is Sunday, October 14, 2018 
Last year, you helped raise more than $8.3 million in the
fight to end hunger. But with natural disasters and 
humanitarian crises on the rise, we could really use 
your help in making this year’s Walk response even stronger. 
By registering for the Walk today, you pledge to provide
more healthy food solutions for families in need. Are you
ready to tackle this challenge?

Sign Up Online at 
www.crophungerwalk.org/pittsburghpa

When you register and raise $100 online at least four weeks
before the Walk, you’ll receive an exclusive CROP Hunger
Walk drawstring backpack. It’s one small way we’re saying
“thank you” for your early start on this year’s fundraising.
Remember, every dollar you raise gets us that much closer to
a world where there is enough for all.

Let’s end hunger one step at a time! n

Please do not park in the designated 
handicapped spots in the Calvary lot unless your
vehicle is marked with a special license plate or

you have a placard hanging from your rearview mirror. 
We ask that you leave those spots open for those who need
them. Your cooperation is appreciated. Thank you. n

Spiritual Reflection
Adult spiritual formation may be
described as the step-by-step discovery
of God’s presence in our lives and our
personal transformation along the way.
Calvary’s Spiritual Reflection meetings
continue to be a regular and familiar
forum for small group peer ministry. We share, reflect upon
and discuss inspirational ideas that develop and deepen our
personal relationships with God and with one another.
Meetings are group-led, and no preparation is required. Our
interactions follow the Principals for Contemplative
Dialogue of the Merton Institute for Contemplative Living.

Each quarter we will use as a guide the writings of a 
different Christian author. A short reading will serve each
meeting as a catalyst for reflection upon, and discussion of,
God in our daily lives. 

For the Summer quarter, we will use Rainer Maria Rilke as
our guide. Rilke was an Austro-German Catholic who lived
from 1875 to 1926. Known primarily for his poems, Rilke

also wrote letters and essays. He lived and worked among
leading artists and thinkers at the turn of the 20th Century,
and his work is primarily concerned with his own search for
inner meaning during an era defined by industrialism, 
economic collapse, and war. Rilke traveled extensively
throughout Europe, living for a time with Rodin (sculptor
of The Thinker), consulting with Cezanne, touring Russia,
and living in solitude for a period of time, mimicking the
practices of Russian Orthodox monks.

Meetings are held 7–8 p.m. on the first and third Tuesday
evening of each month. The five meetings this quarter are
scheduled for June 19, July 3 and 17, and August 7 and 21.
Email Matt Muldoon (mattmuldoon@msn.com) or 
Sondra Krimmel (sskrimmel@gmail.com) for information
or to be added to the email list. Please feel welcome to join
at any time. n

–continued in the next column

For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord,
plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you 
a future with hope. –Jeremiah 29:11 (NRSV)
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The Bookstore at Calvary
Summer time is a perfect time for reading and the Bookstore
has carefully selected books on current issues as well as 
poetry, religious, and spiritual offerings. Want a specific
book but can’t find it? The Bookstore can special order a
requested title for you at no charge. To make a request,
please visit the Bookstore, contact the Bookstore at
412.661.0120, ext. 133, or email bookstore@calvarypgh.org.
The Bookstore is open Sunday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. During
the week, the Bookstore is open Tuesday through Thursday
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Cash, check, Discover®, MasterCard®, and
Visa® are accepted. n

The Bookstore at Calvary’s 2018

USED BOOK 
SALE

JUNE 15•16•17
FRIDAY:  5-7 PM PREVIEW PARTY

ADMISSION DONATION $10

Enjoy a glass of wine and light hors d’oeuvres and be among
the first to browse our huge collection of books at the sale

SATURDAY: 10 AM – 2 PM

SUNDAY:  9 AM – 1 PM

Proceeds of the Used Book Sale 
benefit literacy programs in our Community n

The Beginnings team of teachers, students, and parents met
on May 31 to celebrate the end of our school year. Each of
our five teams of children performed songs they had been
practicing these last few weeks. The Orange Team got the
show started by singing “The More We Get Together” and
the Blue Team closed with “You Got a Friend in Me.” 
In between, the Red and Yellow Teams joined forces to 
perform “Make New Friends” and the Purple Team sang a
kid-friendly version of “Jeremiah was a Bullfrog.”  The teams
also shared with the audience the team chants and cheers
that they have been using in their classrooms all year long.
It was a wonderful celebration of community and friendship.
These bonds were formed because of our dedicated teachers
who worked all year to help the children connect with each
other and see themselves as one team working together.

While numbers cannot accurately express the life of the
school, we wanted to give you some facts and figures that tell
some of the story of the 2017-18 school year. We began the
school year with 55 students. 18 of our students this year
were from countries outside of the United States. During the
course of the school year, eight students left us prior to May,
but we also welcomed eight new students who joined us
between October and February. In total, we served 63 children
and their families this year. The school operated on a budget
of $198,300.  The majority of our income came from 
student tuition which was $3,300 and revenue generated by
our Early Bird and After School programs. We also raised
$7000 through two fundraising events, the Walk-a-thon and
Spring Fling. We shared $2060.22 of the money we brought
in through the Walk-a-thon with Homewood Children’s
Village. They told us they are planning on using this money
to provide dinner for the families who participate in their
Baby Promise Program on Saturdays. We greatly appreciate
your support that made these fundraising events successful.
Looking ahead to next year, we currently have 53 students
enrolled for the 2018-19 school year. The Beginnings team 
is looking forward to returning in September to work with
these families. 

It is time for me to say goodbye to Beginnings. I am moving
on to Ellis where I will serve as the Head of the Lower
School. While I am very excited for this opportunity, I will
truly miss all of the wonderful people at Calvary and
Beginnings who made my time here so special and 
memorable. I am grateful for all of the support and 
guidance given to me and for the friendships that were
formed. I wish you all a wonderful summer!

Your friend, Ann Martino n

If you are interested in volunteering, please contact 
Pat Standring at pstandring@verizon.net or 412.481.8613.

Vacation Prayer in the Car
with Tired Children
Oh, God of Peace, invade our car and turn it into a haven of
peace and quiet for just a little while. Give the children a 
little patience with one another and us a lot more patience
with them. In the miles to go before we stop, help them 
realize their power to make each other happy or unhappy.
Make them willing to share the windows, to stop touching
each other, to stop asking when we’ll get there. Help us to
hold our tempers for just a few more miles. 

–Adapted from Family Prayer/The Complete Guide for Praying Families 
by Dolores Curran. Twenty-Third Publications. West Mystic, CT. 1978 n
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Staff Transitions at Calvary

Marsha Morris, Parish Secretary
Ms. Marsha Morris, Parish Secretary for the last twelve years
at Calvary, will begin her planned retirement at the end of
September. When I arrived as Rector, early in 2014, Marsha
told me the date she planned to retire. It always seemed like
a couple of years away but is now looming. Thankfully, she
will be with us all summer.

Marsha has been the welcoming voice when people visit or
call Calvary Church. In her retirement, Marsha plans to focus
more on volunteering at Waverly Presbyterian Church where
she recently was presented the “Woman of Faith” award.

Please plan to join us on Sunday, September 23, 2018 for a 
reception after the 11 o’clock service in her honor. If you
would like to make a monetary gift in thanksgiving for her
twelve years of ministry with us, please mail or give a check
with a note in the memo line for “Marsha’s Gift.” The gift
will be presented at the reception.

• • •

Ms. Louise Wells, Events Coordinator 
From Weezie:
On Friday, June 1, 2018, I transitioned from full-time 
employment, as Events Coordinator, to part-time 
employment at Calvary. The revised position will look
something like this: I will be here each Tuesday for our staff
meeting and stay through mid-afternoon. I will be present
for all things pertaining to hospitality with food and drink
including Vestry and Parish Council Dinners, receptions 
following CandleMass, Evensong, recitals and concerts, 
the Pancake Supper, the monthly Rector’s class for new 
clergy, funerals, and weddings. I will also be available for 
“all other duties as assigned by the Rector.” For obvious 
reasons, I will be at Calvary more often during the Fall,
Winter and Spring than during the Summer months.

I first began discussing the possibility of retirement with the
Rector this past winter. Not too long ago, the Rector said to
me, “If you work less, you can work longer.” That is what 
I have chosen to do. I dearly love Calvary and its people, but
it is simply for the transition.

• • •
From the Rector
Weezie Wells is immensely gifted, particularly in hospitality
where she excels at making people feel welcome while 
offering everything with grace and dignity. She exemplifies
“The Calvary Way.” 

Weezie has been a great help to me in countless areas, 
particularly with her institutional knowledge of Calvary
Church and its people. She first began working full-time at
Calvary in 1968 and continued for a number of years. After
a time away, she returned full-time for the last fifteen years
adding a gentle and helpful personal touch in everything she
does. I am immensely blessed to work with her.

If you are in your 20s or 30s and new to Pittsburgh, 
Calvary, or CYAM, welcome! For more information or 
to be added to our email list, please contact Susan Roth
(sroth@calvarypgh.org / 412.661.0120 ext. 116).

Wednesday, June 20, 5:30 p.m.
Holy Happy Hour at Social (6425 Penn Ave., Pittsburgh,
PA 15206)

Wednesday, July 11, 6–9 p.m., 
in the Refectory and Swan Garden at Calvary
A potluck to welcome the Rev. Neil Raman to his role with
the Young Adult Ministry!
Calvary will provide a main dish and beverages. Last names 
A-M: Please bring a side dish or salad. Last names 
N-Z: Please bring a dessert. Please RSVP to Susan (sroth@
calvarypgh.org) by Thursday, July 5th. n

Do you know Tammy Lewis, Kelly Glass, Sue Jones, Isabella
Victoria, Leila Knight, Emma Blakley, Kristin Klingenberg,
Pamela Abdalla, Steve Kinsel, Laura Marchl, or 
PJ Williamson? These superheroes have spent their Sunday
mornings over the past school year (and, for many of them,
several years prior) faithfully leading Sunday school classes
at Calvary.

Teachers, thank you, thank you, thank you – and well done.

Sunday school and nursery care will resume in September.

–Susan Roth, Coordinator for Christian Formation
sroth@calvarypgh.org, 412.661.0120 ext. 116 n

Please remember Calvary Church
in your will.

Thank you very much to Weezie for staying with us in a
part-time mode. Most likely, she will be with us about ten
hours per week, more or less, depending on the time of year. 

In preparation for Marsha Morris’s upcoming retirement at
the end of September, we will begin to search for the best
configuration of staff and people to fulfill the 
responsibilities needed. Ideally, we will have a new person in
place by mid-September. Stay tuned for more details. n

–continued in the next column
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I Lived as a Monk for Two Years
by Geoffrey Royce. Part 10 of a series.

Short prayers like “Help!” or “Thank you!” are always good
for the moment when we recognize that we are in the weeds
and tares or have just received a gift unexpectedly that 
delivers us from the weeds and tares. The is no shortage of
these kinds of events in our relationship to others or even
interiorly in relationship to ourselves and God. Asking for
help is an exhortation to the Holy Spirit to whom we owe
primarily our obedience if we are going to follow the will of
God. And being grateful for the exercise of mercy keeps us
conscious of the fact that we live, move and have our being
as a result of God’s abundant mercy towards us. Recognizing
our own shortcomings, we might utter “But you O Lord
have mercy on us.”

“Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done.” Employing a 
fragment of a larger prayer such as the Lord’s prayer can
carry the meaning of the whole prayer. Consciously naming
issues or circumstances in which one’s will is a cause of 
frustration or any emotional or spiritual conflict could help
bring clarity. Naming these things in an ongoing litany, 
can begin to reveal connections and perhaps resolutions and
ultimately a path to reconciliation.

There is power in the name of Jesus. Simple calling on Him
by saying His name can be a source of confidence and 
assurance. Further qualifying the name with attributes given
in known prayers such as the Litany of Humility; “Jesus,
meek and humble of heart…; Jesus, above every name that
is named…” or “Mary, Mother of God, Daughter of Zion,
Handmaid of God, full of grace.” 

The Jesus prayer, better known in the Eastern Church can be
recited in several ways. The Hesychasts recommend a 
humble posture and weaving the prayer into the regular 
pattern of ones breathing. Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God,
Savior, have mercy on me, a sinner. Also, they recommend
the continuous recitation of this prayer throughout the day,
keeping the soul guarded against assaults of the enemy. 
In a way all prayer, in that it lifts the heart and mind towards
God works to guard the soul against evil. 

O God, make speed to save us. O Lord make haste to help us.
(Book of Common Prayer, pg. 117, 63) In the Tenth
Conference of John Cassian (pg. 379). Abba Isaac explains
that this simple phrase contains all the necessary 
conditions and hopes of the soul seeking security against the
traps and temptations that surround humanity. Most people
look upon the lives of the desert fathers as extreme and
unnecessarily harsh in their practices and life style. 
As modernity or post modernity or the post Christian era
unfolds and as we discover how many aspects of our most
dependable social beliefs and contracts are subject to 
deterioration, we become aware of how frail our security
actually is. 

–continued in the next column www.calvarypgh.org

There is an ancient Breton prayer that addresses our tenuous
condition. “Keep me safe O God for the ocean is so great and
my boat is small.” In this prayer the smallness of our 
influence and our accountability are summed up in an
appropriately sized prayer. In general, wordiness is not as
effective as simplicity and brevity allowing us to fall back
into the arms of silence.  n

Parish Register
Baptisms

Emory Alan Farkas, March 31, 2018
James Parker Monaghan, March 31, 2018
William Clayton Monaghan, March 31, 2018
Claire Elizabeth Frank, May 20, 2018
Ada Hope Verno, May 20, 2018
Olivia Anne Henderson, May 27, 2018
Emma Elizabeth Little, May 27, 2018

Confirmations, April 8, 2018

Nolan Adams 
Eleanora Marie Exler
Clair Monroe Gallagher
Benjamin Gutschow
Samuel King
Grant Wilson Clay Mowry

Received, April 8, 2018

Gregory R Fuhrman

Marriages

Lilla Marie Swan and David McLeod Hillman, 
December 23, 2017

Burials

Sharon McClung Kirk, February 9, 2018
Dora M. Graff, March 23, 2018
Lawrence Cabot Howard, March 25, 2018
Karen Godlewski, March 28, 2018
Donald Lee Kester, May 12, 2018

Transferred In

George Knight, February 6, 2018
from St. Andrew’s Episcopal, Highland Park

Michael Kennedy and Lindsay Dragan, March 9, 2018
from Christ Church, Bay Ridge NY

Transferred Out

Stephen and Dana Bloomburg, January 31, 2018
to St. Paul’s, Mt Lebanon PA

Alice Sierra Remmey (Jones), May 1, 2018
to Saint Luke’s, Newtown PA  n

Grace Lowry Randall
Hannah Elizabeth Rust
Lydia Joyce Tuthill
Alexander Lawrence Victoria
Lowrie Childs Woodside
Susan de Morais
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The Reverend Jonathon W. Jensen, Rector
The Reverend Leslie G. Reimer, Senior Associate Rector

The Reverend Neil K. Raman, Associate Rector
The Reverend Ruth Bosch Becker, Assisting Pastor

The Reverend Charles Esposito, Assisting Priest
The Reverend Carol Henley, Assisting Priest

The Reverend Dr. Moni McIntyre, Assisting Priest
Dr. Alan Lewis, Director of Music
Jon Tyillian, Assistant Organist

Susan Roth, Coordinator for Christian Formation
Lynda Kennedy, Director of Finance

Tammy Lewis, Interim Director, Beginnings
Louise Wells, Events Coordinator

Kenneth Smith, Director of Communications
Jim Gubash, Head Sexton

Aria Bey, Ron Johnston, James Knight, 
Tim Martin, Andy Dilts, Levi Ketchem, Sextons

Marsha Morris, Parish Secretary
Jamie McMahon, Senior Warden

Sue DeWalt, Junior Warden
Robert Eley, Treasurer

315 Shady Avenue  n Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15206

email: calvary@calvarypgh.org  n www.calvarypgh.org
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About Agape
The deadline for submission of news and notices for the
next issue is Friday, August 10, 2018. Please e-mail your text
to calvary@calvarypgh.org or deliver it directly to the 
church office. 

Agape, the newsletter of Calvary Episcopal Church,
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, is published monthly (except
July), and is mailed to active members and friends of the
Parish. You may opt out of receiving a printed copy and 
read each issue online at www.calvarypgh.org. Contact the
Parish office at 412.661.0120 for details. n

The Calvary Camp service, an informal celebration of the
Holy Eucharist, will take a break for the summer, returning
on Sunday, September 23, 2018 at 3 p.m. Other fall/winter
dates are October 28, November 25, and December 30. The
Reverend Leslie Reimer is the celebrant, and we use music
from the Camp songbook. Mark your calendars and join us
when you can! n

Please recycle this newsletter 
when you have finished reading it.

Save the Date

2018 BAZAAR
Saturday, October 27

10 a.m. until 3 p.m.

Watch your Sunday service bulletins 
and future issues of Agape
for complete information

Vacation Time
As we enter the summer season, when many parishioners
will be leaving town for well-earned vacations, you are
reminded to seek out and attend an Episcopal Church at or
near your vacation spot. Also, please keep your pledge to
Calvary current, if possible by making payment in advance
of your departure. The parish expenses are constant even in
those months when attendance decreases. n



News of the
Episcopal Diocese 
of Pittsburgh

Music That Makes Community
Music that Makes Community, Inc., a not-for-profit 
organization, connects a worldwide network of 
practitioners and leaders who share a practice of paperless
song leading. They partner with hosts to produce 
conferences and workshops to teach the practice and create
resources for making connections and building a repertoire
of songs for paperless song leading.

Music That Makes Community (MMC) is making their first
visit to Pittsburgh to sharing paperless music and leadership
practices. Join a dynamic team of MMC presenters for a
one-day paperless music workshop at the Church of the
Redeemer in Squirrel Hill on Saturday, June 16 from 9:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Explore the basics of paperless music, 
learn new songs to enrich and strengthen your community,
and reflect on strategies for cultivating participatory singing
and liturgy. 

www.musicthatmakescommunity.org/mmc_in_pitts-
burgh_2018 has more information and workshop 
registration details.

The workshop is sponsored by the Episcopal Diocese of
Pittsburgh and the Church Planting Initiative at Pittsburgh
Theological Seminary.

MMC will also host a free Community SING at Wigle
Whiskey's Barrelhouse and Whiskey Garden, on the North
Side at 1055 Spring Garden Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15212, on
Friday, June 15 at 6 p.m. 

Singers of all ages and abilities are invited to learn songs
from diverse spiritual traditions, languages, and cultures, led
by Music That Makes Community presenters and song 
leaders from the surrounding community. 

Additional workshop information is also available on
Facebook at facebook.com/events/879228948904576/ n

[The Calvary Episcopal Church Newsletter, Agape, June 10, 2018]

Bishop’s Visitation Schedule
June 17 St. Barnabas, Brackenridge
June 24 St. Michael’s, Ligonier
July 8 General Convention
July 22 St. Thomas, Northern Cambria n

National Register of 
Historic Places
St. Thomas Memorial Episcopal Church, at the corner of
Fourth Street and Delaware Avenue, Oakmont, has been
awarded, by the U.S. Dept. of the Interior, the prestigious
honor of being added to the National Register of Historic
Places. The Pittsburgh History and Landmarks Foundation
has also recognized St. Thomas for its building and the E.
Howard Clock Company tower clock dating from 1897.

A celebration with the unveiling of the plaques took place
on Sunday, May 6, 2018, following the 10:30 a.m. church
service.  n

Diocesan Transitions
The Rev. Daniel Isadore, Chaplain at the University of
Pittsburgh and Chatham University, is also now serving as
Priest-in-Charge of All Saints, Brighton Heights.

The Rev. Charles Martin passed away on February 16, 2018,
at the age of 88. Fr. Martin served variously at Emmanuel,
North Side; All Saints, Rosedale; St. Mark’s, Johnstown; and
after his retirement at St. Bartholomew, Scottdale. He was
also Chaplain to St. Margaret Memorial Hospital, and served
the diocese in many roles. He was devoted to Sheldon
Calvary Camp, and was a presence there every summer for
more than 75 years as camper, staff member, board member
or volunteer. Fr. Charlie is survived by his second wife,
Susan, and four children.

Bishop McConnell has appointed Ms. Eileen Sharbaugh to
a three-year term on the Commission on Ministry, to expire
in December 2020. Eileen is a member of St. Paul’s, 
Mt. Lebanon.

Dr. Joan Gundersen has retired as Diocesan Archivist, 
effective March 15, 2018. Joan previously served the diocese
as Director of Administration and Treasurer. She will 
continue in her volunteer role as co-chair of Disaster
Preparedness and as an elected alternate to General
Convention.

At its March meeting, the Standing Committee named 
Ms. Virginia Tuscano as District 4 representative to the
Board of Trustees, fulfilling a term to expire in December
2020. Jinny is a member of St. Michael’s, Ligonier. The Board
of Trustees also notes that Ms. Wesley Fox McCloud
resigned her position on the board, effective February 2018.

The Rev. Canon Richard Davies has retired from his 
position as President and Priest-in-Charge of Old Saint
Luke's Church, Woodville. Bishop McConnell has endorsed
and confirmed the election by Old Saint Luke’s Board of
Directors of the Very Rev. Canon Scott Quinn to succeed
Canon Davies in that position. 

–continued in the next page



Forward Movement Takes Over
Fulfillment for Episcopal Relief &
Development

Beginning in April, 2018, Forward Movement will be 
handling order fulfillment for Episcopal Relief &
Development. To place orders for brochures, posters and
other resources, visit forwardmovement.org/episcopalrelief,
send emails to orders@forwardmovement.org or 
call 800.543.1813.

Forward Movement, a ministry of the Episcopal Church, 
produces innovative resources to encourage spiritual growth
for congregations and individuals, including the quarterly
devotional, Forward Day by Day, and books and pamphlets
relating to prayer, worship, Anglican history and spirituality.

“We are delighted to work with our friends at Episcopal Relief
& Development as we leverage our strengths to magnify the
great work of healing the world in Christ’s name,” said the
Rev. Scott Gunn, Forward Movement’s Executive Director.
Forward Movement will continue to produce Episcopal Relief
& Development’s Lenten materials as well as handle ordering,
storage, shipment and inventory. This new partnership will
allow the organization to better track inventory and focus on
meeting the diverse ordering needs of customers.

“Our partnership with Forward Movement will help expand
the distribution of our materials to congregations and other
groups around the country,” said Sean McConnell, Senior
Director of Engagement for Episcopal Relief & Development.
“It also provides a critical opportunity to increase engage-
ment with friends and supporters.”

To contact Episcopal Relief & Development, please visit
www.episcopalrelief.org or call 1.855.312.HEAL (4325). n

www.facebook.com/EpiscopalPittsburgh

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer
June 10: Retired clergy, including the Reverend Dr. Judith
Gentle, the Reverend John Golden, the Reverend William
Haslett, the Reverend Lloyd Hays, the Reverend Louis Hays,
the Reverend Dr. Teresa Hunt, and the Reverend 
Austin Hurd.

June 17: St. Barnabas Episcopal Church, Brackenridge, and
the Reverend Dr. Frank Yesko; and Sheldon Calvary Camp,
Tim Green executive director, the Reverend Leslie Reimer
director of spiritual life, summer staff and campers.

June 24: St. Michael’s of the Valley Episcopal Church,
Ligonier, and the Reverend Dr. James Simons.

July 1: Deputies and Alternates to General Convention:
Bishop McConnell, the Reverend Nancy Chalfant-Walker,
the Reverend Dr. James Simons, the Reverend Canon Scott
Quinn, the Reverend Kris Opat, Jon Delano, Michael
Braxton, Lisa Brown, Jamie McMahon, the Reverend Jeffrey
Murph, the Reverend Dr. Bruce Robison, the Reverend
Nancy Threadgill, Stephen Stagnitta, Joan Gundersen, 
Erin Morey-Busch, and Mary Roehrich.

July 8: The Community of Celebration, Bill Farra, director,
and the Reverend Steven McKeown, chaplain.

July 15: Historic Old St. Luke’s Church, and the Reverend
Canon Richard Davies.

July 22: St. Thomas Episcopal Church, Northern Cambria,
and the Reverend Annis Rogers; and Coal Country Hangout
Youth Center, the Reverend Ann Staples, executive director.

July 29: The Reverend Marc Jacobson, missionary.

August 5: Retired clergy, including, the Reverend 
Dr. Richard Stinson, the Reverend Walter Szymanski, 
the Reverend Mary Weatherwax, the Very Reverend George
Werner, and the Reverend Agustin Zubieta. n

[The Calvary Episcopal Church Newsletter, Agape, June 10, 2018]

Diocesan Transitions, continued

The Rev. Sara H. Irwin was called as Pastor by the 
congregation of St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church,
Carnegie, on Sunday, April 29, and began serving there on
May 1, 2018. Sara is a 2004 graduate of General Theological
Seminary in New York, and previously served as Rector of
Christ Church in Waltham, Massachusetts. She is married to
the Rev. Noah Evans, Rector of St. Paul’s, Mt. Lebanon, and
they are the parents of two young children.

The Rev. Neil K. Raman has been named Associate Rector
for Calvary, East Liberty, to begin June 3, 2018. Fr. Neil was
ordained in 2016 and most recently served as Curate at
Calvary Church in Memphis, Tennessee. He is married to
Elizabeth Gassler, who is a classically trained cellist and is
completing a Master of Musicology degree. n

Visit the diocesan website at

www.episcopalpgh.org
Submissions for publication on the diocesan web site, 
calendar, and the Grace Happens weekly e-newsletter 

should be sent electronically to 

info@episcopalpgh.org.
Please be sure to include your complete 

contact information with any submission. n

Stay in Touch with the Diocese
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Weekly Offering Cards
Cards that say “My gift comes electronically or by mail” can
serve as a visible sign of your gift. Look for the purple cards
in a basket in the Narthex or by the North Transept door
each week, take one, and place it in the offering plate. n

Altar Flowers
Help us keep the church in full bloom by donating flowers
in memory of, or in honor of, someone special. If you would
like to place a memorial listing, please contact Marsha
Morris in the church office at 412.661.0120, ext. 111. n

Mission developers spread the gospel
and Episcopal Church’s reach into their
neighborhoods
Churchwide budget has supported evangelism for five
years, following the Spirit’s leading

By Mary Frances Schjonberg [ENS]

The current versions of new church starts in the Episcopal
Church don’t all look like the ones that were formed during
the last big push Episcopalians made 60 years ago.

To begin with, not all the nascent faith communities that
have been fostered with money from the churchwide budget
could thus far be called a “church.”

Plus, the strategies aimed at helping these new efforts 
succeed are broader and deeper. Based on long-term 
companionship and support from across the church, help
comes not only in the form of money but also through 
assistance in discerning a call to such work, assessing the
gifts and skills needed and available, coaching, and forming
communities of like-minded evangelists for prayerful and
practical support. 

There is an eclectic mix of settings: amid meals and ministry
with Lutherans in Wisconsin, in a co-working space near the
beach in California, around a drum circle in Harlem, at a
Freedom School in Georgia, in a Hispanic congregation
planted in the midst of an aging Anglo church outside
Washington, D.C., and among raised beds and cooking
classes in Virginia.

The communities that began in the last five years with the
help of more than $8.5 million from the churchwide budget
and staff, as well as supporters around the church, “remind
[us] that our best life is still ahead of us,” the Rev. Jane
Gerdsen, chair of the church’s Genesis Advisory Group on
Church Planting, told ENS.

“And although the church has done amazing things
throughout history, we still have a story to tell, and that God
is out ahead of us and that God is growing new 
communities and churches and growing people – disciples –
that will speak to future generations and will reach out to
build relationships with emerging cultures,” said Gerdsen,
who is missioner for fresh expressions and praxis 
communities in the Diocese of Southern Ohio. n

Staying in Touch
If you wish to sign-up to receive our weekly e-mail blast,
please visit the Calvary website at www.calvarypgh.org
and click on “Sign up.”  Be sure to keep us informed if you
have a home address, phone or email change. Contact the
Parish Secretary, Marsha Morris, at 412.661.0120, ext. 111 or
send an email to secretary@calvarypgh.org.

For more news, go to the Diocese of Pittsburgh website at
www.episcopalpgh.org to sign up for their email notices. n

Robert (Clark) Indiana (September 13, 1928 – May 19,
2018) was an American artist associated with the pop art
movement. His “LOVE” print, first created for the Museum 
of Modern Art’s Christmas card in 1965, was the basis for his
1970 Love sculpture and the widely distributed 1973 United
States Postal Service “LOVE” stamp. It consists of the letters
LO over the letters VE in bold Didone type; the O is slanted
sideways so that its oblong negative space creates a line 
leading to the V. The original image had green and blue
spaces backing red lettering. In much this same form the
design soon graced a popular US postage stamp. LOVE’s
original rendering in sculpture s displayed in Indiana at the
Indianapolis Museum of Art. A metal LOVE sculpture is
located at JFK Plaza, Philadelphia. It was completly 
refurbished in the summer of 2017. n –from philly.com

Soup Group Cooking
The Soup Group will meet on Friday, June 15 at 10 a.m. in
Calvary’s Kitchen. Please join us. We will not meet in July.
Even though the warm weather is here, soup is still a 
day-brightener. Take some to a friend, neighbor or family
member. Any questions? Please contact me.

–Adele Eley, adele.eley@gmail.com, 412.371.6921 n



PIIN MEMBER TRAINING:
PRINCIPLES OF COMMUNITY ORGANIZING

RSVP here:
http://bit.ly/PIINtraining
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Be a Part of History
Join the 2020 Census Management Team

1(866) 593-6155The U.S. Census Bureau is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Are you up for the challenge?

Form D-479
March 2018

Apply Online Today!

Be a Part of HisBe a P yortart of His
Join the 2020 Census ManagemenJoin the 2020 Census ManagemenJoin the 2020 Census Managemen et TTeJoin the 2020 Census Managemen

y
eam

ou up fe yAr or the challengou up f e?or the challeng

Appl y!adoine TToy OnlAppl

ch 2018Mar
orm D-479F


